
WINCHESTER CHURCHES CHRISTMAS PROJECT 2015 

Thank you again to everyone who contributed in any way to this year’s Christmas Project – 
our 22nd year.  Last Christmas we had 80 volunteers from 15 different churches.  We were 
able to help a total of 153 people - 36 families (48 adults and 92 children) plus 3 single 
people and 10 young people.  Each family, single person and group of young people was 
helped by a pair of volunteers.  The project could not work without the dedication of our 
volunteers, so we are enormously grateful to them. 

We work with a range of local agencies which refer people to the Project including A2 
Dominion Care and Support, Hampshire Children’s Services, Trinity Women’s Services, 
Home-Start, The Women’s Refuge, Winchester Young Carers Project and local Health 
Visitors.  Each visit is different as each situation requires different help and 
understanding.  Each family is free to choose (within a certain sum) what will make a 
difference to them.  Volunteers can be very imaginative in making the most of the funds 
available. 

We are very grateful to everyone who gave so generously to the Project. Thank you.  When 
we start the Project in late November each year we go forward in faith that we will have 
enough money- and at the right time.  Once again peoples’ generosity means that it has all 
worked out.   

Many of you will know that Caroline Ward (from St Lawrence and St Swithun) has co-
ordinated the Christmas Project from its very early days.  It is difficult to imagine the 
Project without her but after 21 years she is stepping down from the role.  She has been a 
source of great creativity, strength and wisdom to a succession of United Church 
colleagues in running the Project over the years.  Thank you so much, Caroline.   

We are delighted that Janet Stewart from Winchester Baptist Church has agreed to step 
into Caroline’s place.  She shadowed Caroline and Helen this last Christmas (and is still 
willing to do the job!).  Thank you, Janet.  We look forward to working together.   

Helen McTiffin  (Joint Co-ordinator)


